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OSHA: Safety & Health
1926 Subpart

Specifications for Laser

§1926.54

§1926.54 Nonionizing radiation.

(a) Only qualified and trained em-
ployees shall be assigned to install, ad-
just, and operate laser equipment.

(b) Proof of qualification of the laser
equipment operator shall be available
and in possession of the operator at all
times.

(c) Employees, when working in areas
in which a potential exposure to direct
or reflected laser light greater than
0.005 watts (5 milliwatts) exists, shall
be provided with antilaser eye protec-
tion devices as specified in subpart E of
this part.

(d) Areas in which lasers are used
shall be posted with standard laser
warning placards.

(e) Beam shutters or caps shall be
utilized, or the laser turned off, when
laser transmission is not actually re-
quired. When the laser is left unat-
tended for a substantial period of time,
such as during lunch hour, overnight,
or at change of shifts, the laser shall be
turned off.

(f) Only mechanical or electronic
means shall be used as a detector for
guiding the internal alignment of the
laser.

(g) The laser beam shall not be di-
rected at employees.

(h) When it is raining or snowing, or
when there is dust or fog in the air, the
operation of laser systems shall be pro-
hibited where practicable; in any
event, employees shall be kept out of
range of the area of source and target
during such weather conditions.

(i) Laser equipment shall bear a label
to indicate maximum output.

(J) Employees shall not be exposed to
light intensities above:

(1) Direct staring: 1 micro-watt per
square centimeter;

(2) Incidental observing: 1 milliwatt
per square centimeter;

(3) Diffused reflected light: 2%2 watts
per square centimeter.
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(k) Laser unit in operation should be
set up above the heads of the employ-
ees, when possible.

(I) Employees shall not be exposed to
microwave power densities in excess of
10 milliwatts per square centimeter.

§1926.55 Gases, vapors, fumes, dusts,
and mists.

(a) Exposure of employees to inhala-
tion, ingestion, skin absorption, or
contact with any material or substance
at a concentration above those speci-
fied in the “Threshold Limit Values of
Airborne Contaminants for 1970”" of the
American Conference of Governmental
Industrial Hygienists, shall be avoided.
See Appendix A to this section.

(b) To achieve compliance with para-
graph (a) of this section, administra-
tive or engineering controls must first
be implemented whenever feasible.
When such controls are not feasible to
achieve full compliance, protective
equipment or other protective meas-
ures shall be used to keep the exposure
of employees to air contaminants with-
in the limits prescribed in this section.
Any equipment and technical measures
used for this purpose must first be ap-
proved for each particular use by a
competent industrial hygienist or
other technically qualified person.
Whenever respirators are used, their
use shall comply with §1926.103.

(c) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion do not apply to the exposure of
employees to airborne  asbestos,
tremolite, anthophyllite, or actinolite
dust. Whenever any employee is ex-
posed to airborne asbestos, tremolite,
anthophyllite, or actinolite dust, the
requirements of §1910.1101 or §1926.58 of
this title shall apply.

(d) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion do not apply to the exposure of
employees to formaldehyde. Whenever
any employee is exposed to formalde-
hyde, the requirements of §1910.1048 of
this title shall apply.
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